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Gulley: How Should We Worship God? (The President's Page)

T H E

P R E S I D E N T ’ S

P A G E

Norman R. Gulley

A

awesome God, and w or
thy o f worship as our Cre
ator.
G od has com m unica
ble attributes that issue
out o f His existence as Spirit. ‘“G od
is Spirit’” (John 4:24, NKJV) and as
such can communicate with anyone
anywhere. No one has an advantage
on the basis o f proximity to Him, for
He is equally everywhere. Although
He dwells “in unapproachable light,
whom no one has ever seen or can
see” (1 Tim. 6:15, 16, NRSV), He
approaches humans wherever they
are (John 1:9). Humans cannot by
searching find G od (see Job 11:7),
but G od finds them. G od gives will
ing recipients love (John 16:27;
Rom. 5:8), grace (Rom. 3:24), mercy
(Ps. 145:9), holiness (Ps. 99:9), right
eousness (Ezra 9:15; John 17:25),
justice (Rev. 22:12), and truth (1
John 5:20), and waits patiently for
acceptance (2 Peter 3:15). These
divine qualities com e only with the
Giver. The fruit o f the Spirit comes
only as the Spirit abides within (Gal.
5:22, 23; John 15:1-5). These attri-

ll true biblical and
theological study
ends in worship.

Our worship o f
G od depends on
our understanding w ho G od is.
What picture o f G od do you have?
The Bible offers a multifaceted pro
file. Consider His attributes.
G od possesses attributes o f self
existence that cannot be bestowed.
He has “life in H im self” (John 5:26,
NKJV). He is independent in His
will (Eph. 1:5) and in power (Ps.
115:3). He is omniscient (Job 37:16;
Ps. 139:2-4), for as Alpha and
Om ega (Rev. 1:8), He know the end
from the beginning (Is. 46:9,10). He
is omnipresent (Ps. 139:7-12; Heb.
4:13), transcending all space, yet
fully present in its every part. He is
eternal (Ps. 90:2; Rev. 1:8), and thus
transcends the bounds o f time, yet is
fully present in each moment. He is
also unchangeable because He is
perfect. He says, “‘I the Lord do not
change’” (Mai. 3:6, NIV; see also
Psalm 33:11 and James 1:17).* These
attributes remind us that G od is an
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butes remind us that G od is caring,
worthy o f worship as our Redeemer.
Som e thinkers view G od as
“wholly other” (Deism), far removed
from humans. Others confine God
within human experience (Existen
tialism). But His attributes reveal a
G od both transcendent and im m i
nent— and never one without the
other. He is transcendent as the One
who loves us, and He abides within
as the One who created the universe.
Repeatedly Scripture reveals that
G od desires to dwell among His p eo
ple. He dwelt in the ancient sanctu
ary (Ex. 25:8), lived with them in
Palestine (John 1:1, 14), and one day
in the New Earth, ‘“he will live with
them ”’ (Rev. 21:3). Immanuel means
“G od with us” (Matt. 1:23). He longs
to be close to us.

tering her young (Deut. 32:10, 11;
Ps. 17:8; 36:7; 57:1; 91:1, 4; Is. 31:5).
Jesus wept over Jerusalem and cried
out, “‘H ow often I have longed to
gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her
wings, but you were not w illin g’”
(Matt. 23:37). G od possesses male
and female qualities, for Adam and
Eve both were created in the image
o f G od (Gen. 1:26, 27).
Seraphim angels around the
throne sing, “‘Holy, holy, holy is the
Lord Almighty, the whole earth is
full o f his glory ’” (Isa. 6:3). The crea
tures at His throne cry out, “‘Holy,
holy, holy is the Lord G od Almighty,
who was, and is, and is to com e’”
(Rev. 4:8). Both in Old and New Tes
tament times, those nearest the
throne, who have com e to know
Him best, worship Him with great
reverence and awe, for they sense His
utter majesty as their Creator. How
can we do less on earth? One must
understand G od’s holiness to appre
ciate His love.
That’s why those around the
throne worship G od also for His
amazing, inexplicable, extravagant
and expensive salvation for the rebel
race. The 24 elders sing, “‘You are
worthy to take the scroll and to open
its seals, for you were slaughtered
and by your blood you ransomed for
G od saints from every tribe and lan
guage and people and nation’” (Rev.
5:9, NRSV). Angels join in the
praise, singing, “‘W orthy is the

God, our Mother and Father
In amazing accom m odation G od
reveals Him self with human charac
teristics, both male and female.
M oses said o f Israel’s wilderness
experience: “your G od carried you,
as a father carries his son” (Deut.
1:31). The Psalmist speaks o f Him as
a father (Ps. 68:5; 89:26; 103:13), and
Christ is called “The everlasting
Father, The Prince o f Peace” (Isa. 9:6,
KJV). His motherly qualities are just
as clear in Scripture. G od promised
His children, “‘as a mother comforts
her child, so will I com fort you’”
(Isa. 66:13). Num erous passages
portray G od as a mother bird shel
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who was slain, to receive power and
wealth and w isdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!’”
(Rev. 5:12). In recounting the con
flict o f the ages in five volumes, Ellen
White begins and ends with the
words “G od is love” (Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 22 and Great Contro
versy, p. 678).

True Worship
We best worship G od at the foot
o f the cross. There we approach Him
as the H oly One, who took our
unholiness upon Himself, the One
who knew no sin becom ing sin for
us (2 Cor. 5:21), the Innocent taking
our guilt, the spotless Lamb o f G od
taking our shame (Is. 53:3, 4). He
hung there naked, on a level with
passers-by who could spit on His
groin. . . . a holy G od m ocked by
unholy wretches. He took all the
abuse the demon-possessed could
unload on Him. He did not express
wrath that day when He cried out
“‘Father, forgive them ’” (Luke
23:34). But He shall, in the Second
Advent, and the wicked will call out
to the mountains to fall and hide
them from the ‘“wrath o f the Lamb’”
(Rev. 6:16).
Our G od is a holy G od as well as
a G od o f love. True worship is an
appropriate response to His holiness

and His love. Focus on both is neces
sary, or we worship less than the full
ness o f God. We must not concen
trate on His holiness and forget His
love, nor emphasize His love and
forget His holiness. His love is holy
love. Holiness and love are both
com m unicable
attributes. G od
wants us to be like Him. But there
will always be an infinite Creator/
creature distinction between who
He is and who we are. Worship will
reflect this difference to the degree
that we understand it. We worship
our Redeemer as our Creator (see
Revelation 14:7). G od says, “‘This is
the one I esteem: he who is humble
and contrite in spirit, and trembles
at my w ord’” (Isa. 66:2), for He is
holy. Jesus said: “‘This, then, is how
you should pray: “Our Father in
H eaven’” ” (Matt. 6:9), because
through Christ the holy G od is our
Father. Here is true worship o f
G od— reverence for who He is in
Himself while revealing who He is in
His outreach to others.
*

* Unless otherwise specified, Bible texts in
this article are quoted from the New Interna
tional Version.
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